
V I R T U A L              M E E T I N G

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Transit Working Group Coffee Chat:

Schools and Transit

April 27, 2022



V I R T U A L              M E E T I N G

Notice of Nondiscrimination
You are invited to participate in our 
transportation planning process, 
regardless of your race, color, 
national origin (including limited 
English proficiency), religion, 
creed, gender, ancestry, ethnicity, 
disability, age, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or 
expression, veteran’s status, or 
background. 

简体中文 (Simplified Chinese)
如果需要使用其它语言了解信息，请联系波士顿大都会规划组织 (Boston Region 
MPO) 《民权法案》第六章专员，电话 857.702.3700.

繁體中文 (Traditional Chinese)
如果需要使用其他語言瞭解資訊，請聯繫波士顿大都會規劃組織（Boston Region 
MPO)《民權法案》第六章專員，電話 857.702.3700.
Kreyòl Ayisyen (Haitian Creole)
Si yon moun vle genyen enfòmasyon sa yo nan yon lòt lang, tanpri kontakte Espesyalis Boston 
Region MPO Title VI la nan nimewo 857.702.3700.

Español (Spanish)
Si necesita esta información en otro idioma, por favor contacte la Boston Region MPO al 
857.702.3700.

Português (Portuguese)
Caso estas informações sejam necessárias em outro idioma, por favor, contate o MPO da 
Região de Boston pelo telefone 857.702.3700.

Read the full notice of your rights and protections at www.bostonmpo.org/mpo_non_discrimination.

Tiếng Việt (Vietnamese)
Nếu quý vị cần thông tin này bằng một ngôn ngữ khác, vui lòng liên lạc
Boston Region MPO theo số 857.702.3700.



V I R T U A L              M E E T I N G

Guidelines
1. All participants will join the meeting with muted microphones. 
2. Please rename yourself to include your first name, last name and affiliation.
3. To participate in the discussion, please select the “raise hand” function. Find this 

by clicking either on the “Participants” button at the bottom of the screen, and a 
window will pop up with a “Raise Hand” button at the bottom, or the ”Reactions” 
button in the toolbar. Staff will then call on participants. 

4. If you are on the phone, you can use *9 to raise your hand.
5. If you have any technical difficulties, please contact Matt Archer via the chat box, 

marcher@ctps.org or 857.702.3708.

mailto:marcher@ctps.org


V I R T U A L              M E E T I N G

Accessibility Statement
This meeting is accessible to people with disabilities. Zoom 
products are compliant, with exceptions, with the following 
standards: Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.1 Level AA 
Standards and Revised Section 508 Standards. 

If you require any additional accommodations in order to 
participate fully in this meeting, please contact Matt Archer, 
MPO staff, at marcher@ctps.org or 857.702.3708.

mailto:marchery@ctps.org


AGENDA

Technical difficulties? Call Matt Archer  
at 857.702.3708 or email 
marcher@ctps.org.

Introductions

Name, affiliation, pronouns if desired

1. Introductions 

2. Presentation and Discussion

3. Next Steps and Upcoming Events

April 27, 2022



School-Transit Connections

Boston MPO Coffee Chat
2022

Judy L. Shanley, Ph.D.
Asst. Vice President, Education & Youth Transition

Easterseals Director, National Center for Mobility Management
Easterseals



Build Connections
Learn about Mobility 

Management
• A well-connected and diverse 

transportation system is the key to 
community-wide mobility.

• It begins and ends with the 
customer, rider, or client.

• We encourage communities' visions 
in which the entire transportation 
network works together.

• Deliver the transportation options that 
best meet the community's needs.



Building an Accessible Transportation Continuum for Students with Disabilities to 
Support Transition

Engage These Audiences and Organizations

Educators & 
Voc Rehab

Safe Routes to 
Schools

Pupil 
Transportation

Public 
Transportation

Interconnected Systems and People

Driven by 
Students 
& Families

http://www.dcdt.org/
https://www.csavr.org/

http://www.saferoutesinfo.
org/

http://www.napt.org/ http://www.apta.com/

http://www.dcdt.org/
https://www.csavr.org/


Ideas to Help Build Connections
 Engage families, students, and colleagues – hold a transportation summit
 Conduct resource mapping of transportation resources & travel training services – shared services 

(church, school, business)
 Provide travel instruction
 Develop voucher or student pass programs to address cost issue
 Embed transportation content in academics – Math, Literacy – transit can help educators do this
 Connect with transit organizations and mobility management systems

– Federal Coordinating Council on Access & Mobility
 Invite transit professionals into events – visit transit – invite educators into transit events
 Schools as mobility hub – one-stop center for accessing mobility solutions. 
 Develop cooperative grants and programs – between Education and Transit; or between HHS and 

transit? Such as for 5310 programs. 



Tap into Free National Resources

10

National Center for Mobility Management

Rural Transit Assistance Program

ACL Inclusive Transportation Partnerships

National Aging and Disability 
Transportation Center

Shared-use Mobility Center

National Center for Applied Transit Technology

http://www.nationalcenterformobilitymanagement.org/
http://webbuilder.nationalrtap.org/
http://www.nadtc.org/
http://sharedusemobilitycenter.org/
https://ctaa.org/about-n-catt/


Questions to You…Let’s Chat

 What relationships do you have with schools or educators?
 What are the challenges toward establishing these 

relationships?
 What suggestions do you have for facilitating these 

connections?

11



I look forward to follow-
up!

Contact Information
 Judy Shanley, Ph.D.
 AVP, Education & Youth Transition, 

Easterseals Director, National Center 
for Mobility Management
– jshanley@easterseals.com

mailto:jshanley@easterseals.com


AGENDA

Technical difficulties? Call Matt Archer  
at 857.702.3708 or email 
marcher@ctps.org.

School Transportation and Public 
Transit: Some Considerations

1. Introductions 

2. Presentation and Discussion

3. Next Steps and Upcoming Events

April 27, 2022

Susan Barrett, Transportation Manager, Town of Lexington

• Traffic congestion spikes around school hours. 
• Families are very often adjusting their work and commuting habits around school schedules.
• If parents have to drive their kids to/from school, then they cannot take alternate modes. 
• Despite many millions being spent on school transportation locally, we still have terrible 

school traffic congestion in many communities.
• Despite spending many millions on this mass transit (school transportation) there are still 

many people in communities lacking viable transportation options. 
• Families complain that kids can’t get to after school activities, high school students can’t get 

to jobs, if students miss a bus, there is not another one coming, etc. No service in summer, 
etc. 

• Schools are sometimes the largest employers in a community, yet we tend to not think of 
their commuting needs. 

• Schools are often located in residential areas with sometimes very limited parking for their 
employees or others. 

• Many communities are transitioning to electric school buses that require much of the same 
infrastructure public transit will need to transition. Can this be done more collaboratively?

• We need to train the next generation to walk, bike, and take transit. 



AGENDA

Technical difficulties? Call Matt 
Archer  at 857.702.3708 or email 
marcher@ctps.org.

Discussion Questions1. Introductions 

2. Presentation and Discussion

3. Next Steps and Upcoming Events

April 27, 2022

1. How can we holistically plan for the transportation 
needs of students, school staff, and others in our 
communities? 

2. If we create better public transit in our 
communities, can we transition more students to 
public transit while also serving more members of 
the public? 

3. What barriers need to be broken to do this, and 
how do we do it, or are there valid reasons to not 
pursue this? 



Technical difficulties? Call Matt 
Archer  at 857.702.3708 or email 
marcher@ctps.org.

AGENDA

Next Steps and Upcoming Events1. Introductions 

2. Presentation and Discussion

3. Next Steps and Upcoming Events

April 27, 2022

Staff Contact: Sandy Johnston, Senior Transportation Planner
sjohnston@ctps.org 857.702.3710

📢📢🗓🗓 Save the Date! 📢📢🗓🗓
1. May 31, 1:00-2:30 PM: 

Quarterly Transit Working 
Group Meeting

More info and registration to follow.

mailto:sjohnston@ctps.org
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